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American people with no confidence that the
fund-raising scandal will ever be subjected to
the scrutiny it deserves.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Rear Admiral Marsha J.
Evans, a remarkable woman who served for
the past two years as Superintendent of the
Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, Cali-
fornia before her recent retirement from the
U.S. Navy.

Admiral Evans has accumulated a long and
distinguished military career. In addition to her
position as Superintendent, Admiral Evans’
leadership experience includes command of
the Naval Station at Treasure Island, Com-
mander of Navy Recruiting Command, interim
director of the Marshall European Center for
Security Studies, Executive Officer at Recruit
Training Command, and Commanding Officer
at the Naval Technical Training Center. She
has also served at the Defense Intelligence
Agency, the Office of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, and the office of the Commander in
Chief of U.S. Naval Forces Europe. Her exten-
sive government experience includes serving
as executive secretary and special assistant
for the Secretary of the Treasury under Presi-
dent Carter, and serving as Deputy Director of
the President Reagan’s Commission on White
House Fellowships.

Admiral Evans was not only a pioneer for
women in the military, but a strong advocate
for the needs and concerns of women. In ad-
dition to being the first (?) woman to reach the
rank of Admiral, she was also the first female
surface assignments officer in the Bureau of
Naval Personnel. She was also active in gen-
der-related issues, having served as Executive
Director of Standing Committee on Military
and Civilian Women in the Navy, chairing the
Women Midshipmen Study Group in the
1980’s, and serving on the 1987 Navy’s Wom-
en’s Study.

In September 1995, the Naval Postgraduate
School was fortunate to have Admiral Evans
appointed as Superintendent, and she did not
disappoint. Under her leadership, the school
further strengthened and developed its aca-
demic mission. It began exploring important
new fields, such as how to prevent and con-
tain the use of weapons of mass destruction,
and expanded such programs as its success-
ful international officer exchange program at
the Center for Civil-Military Relations.

Most recently, under Admiral Evans’ direc-
tion the Naval Postgraduate School hosted a
military-wide conference on Professional Mili-
tary Education, which successfully brought to-
gether leading military and civilian educators
and policy-makers from around the country to
discuss how best to educate our soldiers to
fight the conflicts of the future.

Admiral Evans is a remarkable leader and
pioneer, and I am sorry to see her depart as
Superintendent of the Naval Postgraduate
School. The Navy is losing a fine officer and
outstanding individual, and her presence will
be greatly missed. I wish her the best in her

new endeavors, and urge other young, aspir-
ing women and men in the military to look to
Admiral Evans’ great service as a model for
success and leadership.
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Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

salute the outstanding career and accomplish-
ments of Susan Gaska who is retiring after
thirteen years as Chief Executive Officer of the
Western New York chapter of the Young
Women’s Christian Association. Ms. Gaska’s
many years of service have had a profound
effect not only on the YWCA but on the entire
Western New York Community.

Through her diligent, forthright leadership,
Susan brought the YWCA from the brink of
bankruptcy in 1986 to a full service organiza-
tion with a $5 million operating budget in
1998. Although this is a remarkable accom-
plishment in itself, it tells only part of the story.

The YWCA of Western New York was es-
tablished in 1870 and traditionally served the
community as a temporary shelter for women.
But, Susan Gaska envisioned a YWCA that
would empower women who are struggling
with domestic violence, single parenthood, and
illness by giving them long-term solutions to
immediate problems such as child care, hous-
ing, and health care. To that end Susan has
been in the forefront of developing workable
solutions to these difficult problems that so
many women face every day.

Thanks to seven years of coalition building,
fund-raising, needs assessment and planning
under Susan’s leadership the YWCA now pro-
vides safe, affordable day care to over 1,000
children per day. Three notable day care clin-
ics have been established, one each at the
County and State Supreme Court building,
and at Erie County Medical and Children’s
Hospital. These centers grant mothers peace
of mind, secure in the knowledge that their
children are safe and well cared for.

In addition, the YWCA has become an inno-
vator in establishing the first transitional hous-
ing program in our area. This program helps
move women who are victims of domestic
abuse from shelters to apartments operated
by the YWCA, on a case-managed basis.
Susan has also worked to secure government
funds to turn former school 42 in Buffalo into
a multi-generational, multicultural facility. That
building has been renovated to accommodate
65 low-income housing units designed for sen-
ior citizens, as well as space for elder care,
child care and much-needed after school pro-
grams.

Susan also took the initiative to help estab-
lish EncorePlus, a no-cost recovery program
for women diagnosed with breast or cervical
cancer. In addition, working with local hos-
pitals, Susan was able to establish free diag-
nostic exams for those women aged 40 and
over who have little or no insurance. She has
also been personally involved in fighting dis-
crimination, founding the YWCA Racial Justice
Committee and courageously offering space in
the YWCA to the Gay and Bisexual Youth
services organization.

These accomplishments alone are worthy of
high praise, but Susan Gaska’s efforts have

extended into the political realm as well. More
than 216 women have graduated from the In-
stitute for Public Leadership, designed by
Susan to teach political skills to women.
Twenty-three of the Institute’s graduates have
won public office and many more are likely to
do so in the years do come.

I am pleased to join the YWCA and the peo-
ple of Western New York to honor the extraor-
dinary career of Susan Gaska, a women who
made a difference in our community and in the
lives of countless young women who came to
the Y for help. She helped to change their
lives and our community for the better. In
short, Susan has shown us what good works
can be accomplished with vision, commitment,
and leadership, Mr. Speaker, I commend the
career and achievement of Susan Gaska to
the attention of all Members of the House.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the fiftieth birthday of Patty
Brissenden. I have personally known Patty for
17 years. Patty was one of my first employees
when I was elected to the California State As-
sembly in 1980. Her energy, dedication and
follow-through on issues in Santa Cruz county
were invaluable.

Having seen first hand her charismatic dedi-
cation, it was not surprising that she was ac-
tive in many issues. During her time with me
Patty successfully worked on organic food leg-
islation, steel jaw traps legislation, extended
Medi-Cal for individuals with Multiple Sclero-
sis, elders in residence at U.C. Santa Cruz,
petition to ban off shore oil, and highway 17
safety barriers. In the office Patty set high
standards for responsiveness, casework man-
agement, and office outreach.

Patty organized the Bill Clinton/Al Gore
(1992 and 1996) presidential campaign for Al-
pine County and co-founded the Sierra Ne-
vada Alliance. As an owner of Sorensen’s Re-
sort in Hope Valley, in the Sierra Nevadas,
Patty has helped transform the former road-
side inn to a widely-acclaimed travel destina-
tion. She is a frequent presenter at the profes-
sional Association of Innkeepers International
on topics of eco-tourism, health care, and des-
tination marketing.

Patty and I remain friends and she contin-
ues to work with me on issues such as; log-
ging, tourism, environment, and conservation.
In all of her efforts, Patty demonstrates com-
passion, advocacy for the individual in need, a
sense of justice and the understanding that
problems can be solved by bringing diverse
groups together to work on a solution. Today
I celebrate Patty’s 50th birthday by wishing
her continued happiness and success.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to join with my constituents and the friends
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and family of the Milton and Shirley Gralla
family as they come together to celebrate
Shirley being awarded an honorary doctorate
of humane letters from Yeshiva University.

Shirley Gralla’s story is that of a child of
Eastern European Jewish immigrant parents
who came to America. Through her many tal-
ents, keen insight and most compassionate
nature, Shirley has succeeded in giving aid
and hope to those people seeking to come to
America and experience the blessings of free-
dom and prosperity that she has experienced.
For more than a decade Shirley Gralla has
been recognized as an international leader in
assisting refugee families trapped in the
former Soviet Union. More recently, Shirley
Gralla has become immersed in a comprehen-
sive approach to provide Jewish education
and communal services for such refugee fami-
lies in the United States.

Mrs. Gralla has striven mightily to provide
the emotional stability and compassion these
people need to establish new and successful
lives in America. In conjunction with her hus-
band Milton, a Trustee of Yeshiva University,
Mrs. Gralla has initiated a ‘‘Celebration of Reli-
gious Freedom,’’ enabling Soviet Jewish cou-
ples who have immigrated to the United
States to be remarried in traditional religious
ceremonies denied them under the Com-
munist regime. These ceremonies have taken
place throughout the United States as well as
Canada and Israel.

Shirley Gralla has consistently demonstrated
that she can not only develop dynamic and
far-reaching programs, but also roll up her
sleeves and join in making things happen. In
1985, with her husband Milton, they spon-
sored a ‘‘Freedom Flight’’ of Soviet Jews from
Bucharest to Israel and personally accom-
panied these refugees aboard the plane. As
more and more Eastern European Jewish
emigres obtained their freedom through the
demise of the Soviet Union, Mrs. Gralla has
extended her efforts and resources to assist
and help stabilize these people through edu-
cational support programs at Yeshiva Univer-
sity and elsewhere. The Grallas have recently
endowed a scholarship fund at Yeshiva Uni-
versity for such students. In addition, Mrs.
Gralla and her husband have become Yeshiva
University Benefactors by endowing the Gralla
Family Research Center for Brain Disorders at
the University’s Albert Einstein College of
Medicine.

It is in the truest tradition of our great coun-
try that we give of ourselves freely to assist
others. Shirley Gralla has taken this timeless
tradition and filled the lives of countless peo-
ple with love, hope, stability and a realization
that even in the darkest moments of one’s
being there will always be hope. Mr. Speaker,
I ask my colleagues to rise with me in honor-
ing this great woman.
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Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special tribute to a great Western New
Yorker, Santo Salvatore Scrufari. As a laborer,
carpenter, foreman, and superintendent, Santo
has played a critical role in enriching the econ-

omy of Western New York. As an active mem-
ber and an officer of Local 280 of the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of
America since 1964, Santo has spent decades
helping his fellow union members and improv-
ing the lives of working families throughout the
region. And finally, as my cousin, Santo has
proven to be a trusted friend and family mem-
ber.

The new year marked the retirement of
Santo Scrufari, bringing to a close over 35
years of distinguished service. Santo’s career
began in 1962, as a laborer for the Scrufari
Construction Company. Between 1962 and
1970, he quickly moved through the ranks, be-
coming an apprentice carpenter, then graduat-
ing to journeyman carpenter, and finally be-
coming a carpenter foreman. In 1970, Santo
moved to the Smith Brothers Construction
Company, where he served as a superintend-
ent through 1979. Finally, Santo served as a
general superintendent for the Peter Scrufari
Company from 1979 through 1984.

These positions allowed Santo to play an
important role in the construction or renovation
of several major projects in our community.
These building projects, which have all had a
major impact on Western New York, include
the North Tonawanda Library, Niagara Univer-
sity, the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, the
Wheatfield Salvage Treatment Plant, the
Channel 29 TV Station, and several malls, de-
partments stores, and supermarkets.

But this tells only part of the Santo Scrufari
story, for he has also been an active and influ-
ential union member for well over 30 years.
Santo first joined Local 280 of the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of
America in September 1964, and quickly dis-
tinguished himself as a champion of workers’
rights. Throughout his tenure as a proud union
man, Santo held numerous positions of great
importance to the union and its members.
From serving as Secretary of the Apprentice-
ship Committee, then as Vice President, and
finally as President of Local 280, Santo has
touched the lives of hundreds of workers and,
in turn, their families.

Santo’s union service culminated in 1996,
when he was appointed as the Director of
Construction Organizing for the Western New
York Regional Council of the Carpenters
Union. In this and all other positions that
Santo has held, he has proven to be a
staunch defender of workplace fairness and
safety, and other fundamental worker rights
that we now take for granted.

Mr. Speaker, anyone who has come into
contact with Santo Scrufari can attest to his
dedication to the labor movement. Indeed, he
will be sorely missed. As both his Congress-
man and his cousin, I would like to offer my
very best wishes to Santo and his wonderful
wife, Charlene, for a happy, healthy, and well-
deserved retirement.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a man who devoted his life to
this country, his community, and his family.
Howard Marcus’s commitment to service

began when he joined Peace Corps and con-
tinued throughout his life with an active in-
volvement in local sports. He was a coach, a
fundraiser, and a friend.

Howard was a partner with Newman &
Marcus & Clarenback, Attorneys at Law. He
obtained his law degree from the Brooklyn
Law School, and his undergraduate degree
from Hofstra University. He has served the
community in innumerable ways for the past
twenty years.

Howard was a Peace Corps volunteer in
Colombia from 1967–68, where he devoted a
year of his life to helping the poor help them-
selves. Howard’s service will be always be re-
membered in Colombia by those he touched.
We on the Central Coast will forever remem-
ber and be thankful for the influence his serv-
ice had on him. As happens with most Peace
Corps Volunteers, Howard returned to the
United States with a renewed and much more
ardent desire to help his fellow human and
make a difference in the community in which
he lived.

Howard was the author of ‘‘Basketball Ba-
sics’’, which was written from his love for the
sport. Howard was recently head coach for the
Soquel High School and Branciforte Jr. High
School basketball teams, and a mentor to the
students that he coached. He provided them
with basic skills, but more importantly, he gave
them a sense of pride and self-esteem.

Howard, a sports enthusiast, planned many
of the fund-raising events for local sports. He
was an active member of the booster club and
helped get financing for the all-weather track
at Soquel High School. He also founded the
Santa Cruz Track Club, where he coached,
and helped organize the wharf-to-wharf race
which helps sponsors high school sports ac-
tivities.

Howard will be missed by all those who ad-
mired and loved him. His community benefited
greatly from his unique ability to coach and to
care. Our hearts go out to the Marcus Family.
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to join today with my colleagues in tribute to
one of the giants of the House of Representa-
tives, John E. Moss.

He retired from his career in this body in
1978. But the inspiration he gave to the mem-
bers who learned at his side is with us still.

I was privileged to begin my career in Con-
gress as a member of the Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations of what was then
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce. John Moss chaired that Subcommittee.
He taught us all what tough, fair, tenacious,
and totally professional investigatory work
could be. He used his power to make Govern-
ment programs and bureaucracy do what they
were supposed to do: carry out the laws and
serve the public. And he did it whether the
cause was popular or not, embarassing to the
Administration or his own party or not, whether
he had to stand alone or not.

I particularly remember some of the early
work he did around the issues of nursing
home conditions, unnecessary surgery, and
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